PRESS RELEASE

These are the winners of the Dutch corona hackathon Hack the Crisis
From vaccine discovery acceleration via online puzzle game to an app that saves the local grocery store

[bookmark: _GoBack]AMSTERDAM, APRIL 7th 2020 - The winners of the Dutch edition of the Hack the Crisis hackathon have been announced. The 48-hour online innovation marathon took place over the weekend in the Netherlands, but has been held in nearly 70 countries over the last three weeks. The participants of the Dutch edition came up (or further developed) solutions around topics like healthcare & wellbeing, remote education, logistics & supply chain, and SME Business Continuity. The final pitches and the jury decision were live-streamed. 

Volunteers from the Dutch tech and innovation sector, including TNW, Innofest and Startupbootcamp, worked hard prior to the hackathon to recruit partners, sponsors and participants for the remote online event. With the support pledged by various organizations , ranging from multinationals and municipalities to elderly care and educational institutions, the participating teams hope to further develop their solutions in order to make a quick impact.

Below are the four winning solutions: 

Corona vaccine acceleration by online puzzles
Billions of people are powerlessly waiting for a vaccine against COVID-19, while only a few thousand scientists can actually work on it. “That could be different”, thought the AnalysisMode team. They have created a gamified research platform that empowers citizens to help in vaccine research by creating an online puzzle. The input from the participants then makes it possible for artificial intelligence to predict the vaccine formula for COVID-19. The puzzle game has already been played 7000 times by people from 93 countries. The team is in contact with the University of Oxford and pharmacists for the further development of their service.

Saving the local greengrocer by delivering as a volunteer
Many small entrepreneurs are struggling during the corona crisis, and fear bankruptcy. The winning team in the category "Business continuity for SMEs" uses volunteers to help these entrepreneurs. With the app Roodkappje, designed during the hackathon, they link small food suppliers, from baker to greengrocer, with volunteers who present themselves as deliverers. During the weekend, about 25 entrepreneurs have indicated that they would like to use the platform.

Motivating students for remote learning with gamification
The winning participants started their hackathon by asking thousands of teachers from all over the world about their biggest challenge during their long-term distance learning period. Their answer: to continue to motivate the students sitting at home. To tackle this problem, the team developed the platform ‘Ediya’. Teachers can continue to provide inspiring education by working together and sharing challenges. Thanks to the added game elements, students remain motivated.

Faster medical products procurement thanks to reliable reviews
Due to the corona crisis, there is a great shortage of medical products, but the market is also being flooded with new alternative providers and products. For healthcare professionals, it is difficult to determine how safe and good-quality they are. To help them choose between all kinds of mouth masks and goggles that serve as respiratory masks, PPIcert developed a review platform which the medical community can use to review products together, and thus determine their reliability. For example, a smaller hospital can take advantage of the time that a larger healthcare institution has already spent on quality research, and doctors and patients can use the products earlier.

From idea to impact: after the hackathon
“The jury specifically examined the feasibility of the solutions in their assessment”, says TNW project leader Sebastien Toupy. “For the winners, it’s now time to push forward with their hard work and really focus on the implementation of their solutions.” In addition to the promised support of various organizations involved, including Yes!Delft, Smart Health Amsterdam and Sanquin, the platform coronacommunitycare.nl also offers all the teams the opportunity to further develop their projects. Through this platform participants showcase their solution and indicate what specific help they need in order to keep moving forward.

For more information, go to: www.hackthecrisis.nl
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
About the organization

The Dutch edition of Hack the Crisis was led by volunteers from TNW, Innofest, StartupAmsterdam and Brain Fuel, and co-organized with GoodUp, Smart Camels, Hoax Amsterdam,  Women in AI (#WAI),Startupbootcamp, EY en Lubbers de Jong TECH PR, among others.
 
Hack the Crisis is a global movement started last month by the Estonian accelerator Garage48. Hackathons have now been organized in more than 70 countries, including Germany, Australia and India. In the meantime, the movement continues to grow: this week a global hackathon called the Global Hack will take place.
 
From April 7-11, 2020, The Global Hack is set to become the largest online hackathon ever held. Organizers hope to get up to 1 million problem solvers - world leaders, government officials, activists, experts, startups and private sector leaders, media and creatives, developers and actual hackers - moving together to find solutions to this global health crisis. The prize pool for the best ideas is 100,000 euros.
 
For more information on this press release or interviews with the winning teams, you can contact:

Sebastien Toupy
Head of Startup Relations at TNW
Hack The Crisis Project Lead
sebastien@thenextweb.com

Jurre Plantinga
PR at Innofest
jurre@innofest.co
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